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Referee abuse is an issue on the rise – one that threatens the future of soccer.

THE NEED FOR CHANGE

Source: U.S. Soccer Refereeing Department

60% of referees 
choose not to 

recertify due to 
harassment and 

threats.

Youth soccer needs 
referees to grow – 

without them, 
games can’t happen

90% of referees 
report that abuse 

has increased over 
the last 5 years.
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Stronger sanctions for 
physical and non-
physical referee abuse

Penalty multipliers 
for repeat infractions 
or abuse against a 
minor

Clearer definitions for 
what constitutes 
different categories of 
abuse

Suspensions can be a 
number of games AND/OR 
time-based depending on 
severity and circumstance

A NEW WAY TO SUPPORT REFEREES
U.S. Soccer has updated our Referee Abuse Prevention Policy. Adhering to this updated 

policy and sharing it with your audience is the new way to support referees.

Coaches, players, 
spectators, and 
referees are all 
encouraged to report 
abuse

March 2025: Updated 
policy in effect – 
please share to 
spread awareness

Information about policy updates and shareable collateral will be sent via email and are available at USSOCCER.COM/RAP
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THANK YOU FOR 
DOING THE RIGHT THING

Together, we will protect the integrity of the game.
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